Procurement Officer – Use this language for non-weighted criteria solicitations only.  Remember to add BLIND-SHELT WKSHP – PART COMMITMENT – DOC OF INTENT TO PARTICIPATE EXHIBITS to solicitation document.

1.1.1 Pursuant to section 34.165, RSMo, and 1 CSR 40-1.050, a five to fifteen (5-15) bonus point preference shall be granted to vendors including products and/or services manufactured, produced or assembled by a qualified nonprofit organization for the blind established pursuant to 41 U.S.C. sections 46 to 48c or a sheltered workshop holding a certificate of approval from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education pursuant to section 178.920, RSMo.

a. In order to qualify for the five to fifteen (5-15) bonus points, the following conditions must be met and the following evidence must be provided:

(1) The vendor must either be an organization for the blind or sheltered workshop or must be proposing to utilize an organization for the blind/sheltered workshop as a subcontractor and/or supplier in an amount that must equal, at a minimum, the greater of $5,000 or 2% of the total dollar value of the contract for purchases not exceeding $10 million.

(2) The services performed or the products provided by the organization for the blind or sheltered workshop must provide a commercially useful function related to the delivery of the contractually required service/product in a manner that will constitute an added value to the contract and shall be performed/provided exclusive to the performance of the contract.  Therefore, if the services performed or the products provided by the organization for the blind or sheltered workshop are utilized, to any extent, in the vendor’s obligations outside of the contract, it shall not be considered a valid added value to the contract and shall not qualify as participation in accordance with this clause.

(3) If the vendor is proposing participation by an organization for the blind or sheltered workshop, in order to receive evaluation consideration for participation by the organization for the blind or sheltered workshop, the vendor must provide the requested information with the bid.

4)
A sliding scale for the award of points shall range from a minimum of five (5) points to a maximum of fifteen (15) points.  The award of the minimum five (5) points shall be based on the bid containing a commitment that the participating nonprofit organization or workshop is providing the greater of two percent (2%) or five thousand dollars ($5,000) of the total contract value of bids for purchases not exceeding ten (10) million dollars.

b.
Where the commitment in the bid exceeds the minimum level set forth in section 34.165, RSMo to obtain five (5) points, the awarded points shall exceed the minimum five (5) points, up to a maximum of fifteen (15) points.  As the statute sets out a minimum of five (5) points for a minimum two percent (2%) commitment, each percent of commitment is worth two and one-half (2.5) points.  The formula to determine the awarded points for commitments above the two percent (2%) minimum shall be calculated based on the commitment in the bid (which in the formula will be expressed as a number [Vendor’s Commitment Number below], not as a percentage)  times two and one-half (2.5) points:    

Vendor’s Commitment Number x 2.5 points = Awarded Points

Examples:  A commitment of three percent (3%) would be calculated as: 3 x 2.5 points = 7.5 awarded points.  A commitment of five and one-half percent (5.5%) would be calculated as: 5.5 x 2.5 points = 13.75 awarded points.  If, instead of a percentage, a vendor’s bid lists a dollar figure that is over the minimum amount, the dollar figure shall be converted into the percentage of the vendor’s total contract value for calculation of the awarded points.  Commitments at or above six percent (6%) receive the maximum of fifteen (15) points.

(Procurement Officer - Use paragraph below with Blind/Sheltered Workshop Table on the Participation Commitment Form.)
· Participation Commitment – The vendor must complete Exhibit __, Participation Commitment, by identifying the organization for the blind or sheltered workshop, the amount of participation committed, and the commercially useful products/services to be provided by the listed organization for the blind or sheltered workshop.  If the vendor submitting the bid is an organization for the blind or sheltered workshop, the vendor must be listed in the appropriate table on the Participation Commitment Form.

· Documentation of Intent to Participate – The vendor must either provide a properly completed Exhibit __, Documentation of Intent to Participate Form, or must provide a letter of intent recently signed by the proposed Organization for the Blind or Sheltered Workshop which: (1) must describe the products/services the organization for the blind/sheltered workshop will provide and (2) should include evidence of the organization for the blind/sheltered workshop qualifications (e.g. copy of certificate or Certificate Number for Missouri Sheltered Workshop).

NOTE:  If the vendor submitting the bid is an organization for the blind or sheltered workshop, the vendor is not required to complete Exhibit __, Documentation of Intent to Participate Form or provide a letter of intent.

c. The following websites provide information regarding Missouri sheltered workshops:

· Listing of Missouri Sheltered Workshops:
http://dese.mo.gov/special-education/sheltered-workshops/directories
· Missouri Sheltered Workshop Products/Services Locator:

http://moworkshops.org/services.html
d. The websites for the Missouri Lighthouse for the Blind and the Alphapointe Association for the Blind can be found at the following Internet addresses:

http://www.lhbindustries.com


http://www.alphapointe.org
e. Commitment – If the vendor’s bid is awarded, the organization for the blind or sheltered workshop participation committed to by the vendor on Exhibit __, Participation Commitment, shall be interpreted as a contractual requirement.

