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Introduction to the 
Commission



Our Mission

Serve the public interest

Assist and educate

Create transparency

Enforce Missouri’s ethics laws



Public officials

Missouri citizens

Lobbyists

Individuals participating 
in public elections

*Personal Financial Disclosure

We serve



Personal Financial 
Disclosure (PFD)



“The members of each board 
or commission… created 
pursuant to the 
Constitution…”

§ 105.483(4), RSMo

Who is required to file?



When am I required to file?

Newly 
Appointed:

Due within 30 days 
of appointment


Annual Filers:

Due May 1; covers 
prior calendar year

Former 
Officials:

Due May 1; covers 
Jan. 1 – last day 

position was held

 



Personal Financial 
Disclosure 
Statement
Also known as the “long form”

What form must I file?



What are the 
penalties for 
late filing of a 
PFD?

$10 per day 
late fees up 
to $6,000.



Can I redact my child’s 
information from a PFD?

Dependent Child 
Redaction Request 
Form
Redacts name and 
employment information for 
dependent children under the 
age of 21



Lobbying



Art. VIII § 2(b), Mo. 
Const.

General Assembly 
members and employees 
may not accept gifts from 

paid lobbyists or 
principals.

Do lobbyist gift bans apply to 
me as a member of this 
commission?

Executive Order 18-10

Executive branch 
employees may not 

accept gifts from 
lobbyists.

X X



“… any member of any state 
board or commission…”

§ 105.470(8), RSMo

Who is a “public official”                  
for lobbying reporting 
purposes?



What is a 
lobbyist 

expenditure?

§ 105.470(3), RSMo

“provision of any service or granting of any 
opportunity for which a charge is 

customarily made, without charge or for a 
reduced charge”

“the transfer of any item with a reasonably 
discernible cost or fair market value from 

one person to another”

“any price, charge or fee which is waived, 
forgiven, reduced or indefinitely delayed”

“any gift, honorarium or item of value 
bestowed including food or beverage”



What is not a lobbyist 
expenditure?

Informational materials related to the public official’s duties, 
or souvenirs or mementos valued at less than $10

Transfer of any item or service or granting any opportunity 
necessary for an official to perform their official duties

Items or services of minimal value offered to the general 
public and not motivated by the official’s status



What is not a lobbyist 
expenditure? (continued)

Compensation for employment of self, employee, spouse, or 
dependent child other than employment as a public official

Consult § 105.470(3), RSMo for other exceptions

Anything of value given to a family member within the 3rd

degree of the lobbyist or principal



Lobbyist Expenditure 
Reporting Timeline

10th of 
each 

month
:

Deadline to report 
expenditures made for 
public officials during 
prior month

1st of 
each 

month
:

Expenditure reports 
submitted during the 
prior month are made 
live on the MEC’s 
website



Lobbyist Expenditures

Lobbyist Principals

Lobbyists

Searching Lobbyist Information



Conflict of Interest



What laws govern conflicts of 
interest for appointed state 
officials?

§§ 105.450 – 105.467, 
Revised Statutes of 

Missouri



Conflict of Interest                   
General Provision

§§ 105.450 – 105.467, RSMo

Prohibits financial gain for self, 
spouse, or dependent child under 
certain circumstances; may also 
include business interests



Prohibitions

§ 105.452, RSMo.

Quid pro quo: 
May not act or 

refrain from 
acting in 

exchange for a 
payment or 

promise to pay 
money or 

anything of 
value

May not use or 
disclose 

confidential 
information with 

the intent of 
financial gain for 

self, spouse, 
dependent child 
or their business

May not 
favorably act to 

give special 
monetary 

benefit to you or 
a family member



General 
Conflict of 

Interest 
Categories

Quid Pro Quo

Employment

Voting

Conducting Business

Purchasing

Nepotism



MEC Resources



Advisory opinions

Publications/brochures

FAQs

mec.mo.gov



Contact us:
Website: mec.mo.gov

Email: helpdesk@mec.mo.gov

Phone: 800-392-8660
573-751-2020

Twitter: @MOEthics

YouTube: youtube.com/MOEthic
s

mailto:Helpdesk@mec.mo.gov
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