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November 4, 2021
Missouri House Redistricting Commission
Maps Should Reflect Our Communities

My name is Marilyn McLeod. I live in Boone County in the 44" House District; Cheri Toalson-
Reisch is my state representative and Caleb Rowden is my state senator. [ have lived in Missouri
for 42 years and am also current president of the League of Women Voters of Missouri.

I would first like to thank you not only for the opportunity to speak today, but also for the very
respectful and well-run hearings that you have already held with the public. Moreover, I want to
express my appreciation for scheduling additional hearings for parts of the state beyond the three
main cities. | would also like to thank the Office of Administration for their work behind the
scenes and the technical expertise in making these hearings available remotely for the public.

The League has long taken great interest in the redistricting process. The right to vote and the
election process are our primary focus. The right to vote is the basis of all other rights. And in
our democracy, the right to choose our leaders in our government is critical as the principal way
to have the voices of citizens heard.

For decades, our nonpartisan organization has fought for fair and effective representation of our
government. Fair maps give citizens a voice in their government. Maps based on total population
are key to getting state and federal funding distributed equitably. Education, healthcare, business,
infrastructure — all the elements of our lives can be affected by who is elected to represent us.

I know that several members of the League of Women Voters have testified and shared their
stories of the areas they live in and the concerns they have for the redistricting process in prior
hearings.

As said, I live in Boone County. Our population continues to grow, and the area is thriving. It
serves as the crossroads of the state and has a major impact on people in our own and
surrounding counties in mid-Missouri, with its medical facilities, university and colleges,
businesses, restaurants, and the like. There are no closed storefronts in downtown Columbia.

We currently have five state representatives; two of them based completely in the county; three
of them represent areas beyond Boone County; in fact, two of them have representation in four
counties. The 2020 census lists Boone County with a population of 183,000 — this means that we
should have four House representatives (approximately 38,000 people in each) completely in
Boone County and one representative with some additional population from another county. This
would reflect the requirements of compactness and contiguous districts.



We ask that districts be drawn in the public interest and not in that of any incumbent, potential
candidate, or political party. Districts should reflect broad communities of interest, commeon to
the population of an area. Maps must be based on total population data from the 2020 Census. As
best as possible, draw competitive districts that don’t give an unfair advantage to either political
party and provide fair and equitable representation of all citizens regardless of age, race,
background, zip code or income.

Fair district maps encourage legislators to put the concerns of the people they represent above
donors and special interests. There should be more competitive elections that hold lawmakers
accountable and give voters a stronger voice in our government. Citizens should select who
represents them; politicians shouldn’t select their voters.

We ask you to listen to demographic experts rather than incumbent politicians and party leaders.
District maps can now be drawn with sophisticated software and analyzed for fairness. When
draft maps are ready, we hope you will allow ample time for experts to analyze them and for
Missouri citizens to provide input.

We greatly appreciate all the time and attention you are giving to this critical task that will shape
the next decade for our state.

mztﬁ?ﬁ\

-Marilyn McLeod
League of Women Voters of Missouri
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Phelps County Redistricting Petition:

\

1: We the people of Phelps County MO, do hereby sign this petition for redistricting.
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lines.
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for our own house of representative district at the state level.
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Lyra Noce
1151 E Nashville Church Rd
Ashland, Missouri 65010

My name is Lyra Noce. | am a lifelong resident of Boone County, Missouri.

| grew up in Southern Boone and lived in Columbia for many years. | obtained a bachelor's
degree in Regional and Cultural Geography from the University of Missouri and then returned to
Southern Boone to raise my family and that is where we currently reside within Missouri House
District 50. | am familiar with the geographic identity of the County, the movement of populations
over time within the County, as well as the difficult task the Commission faces making these new
Missouri House District maps.

| have two requests for the Commission to consider:

First, that the population threshold of Boone County, Missouri has been met and it should be
drawn into five concise House Districts within its border. The use of county borders to define
districts is a commonly applied technique and it would benefit the citizens of Boone County for
their House Districts to be drawn this way. The increased growth in this region should be
considered an important factor in this decision. The citizens of Boone County should not have
their voices diluted by populations outside the county line who do not utilize the same services
or face the same challenges as a growing metro region.

Secondly, residents of Southern Boone have been negatively impacted by the poorly drawn
House Districts for the last decade. House District 50, as it is currently drawn, stretches from
southern Columbia, to northern Cole County, to California, Missouri in Moniteau County and
portions of Cooper County. | can count on one hand the number of times | have been to
California, Missouri. This is because the district is not accessible nor connected. | have to leave
the district entirely to traverse the Missouri River by bridge on Highway 63 or Interstate 70 to
access the southern portions. This separation within the district breeds disconnect, lack of
understanding of local issues, and the loss of our voice in Jefferson City. The communities of
Southern Boone, Ashiand, Hartsburg, Easley, Englewood, and Pierpont to name a few are
integrally tied to the City of Columbia and bound by the border of the Missouri River.

We have seen a migration of populations to our County over the last decade. Boone Countians
center their lives around the growing city of Columbia. As the largest metro area in Boone
County as well as the region, it provides the majority of shopping, leisure activities, higher
education opportunities, access to health care, and employment for our citizens.

I urge the commission to consider the physical barrier of the Missouri River and draw the
entirety of District 50 within Boone County. | implore the Commission to draw the borders of alt
five expected Missouri House Districts within the boundary of the County of Boone.
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